
 
Huston Middle School Progression of Courses 

for 
Burrell E Academy Students 

 
  6th grade  7th grade  8th grade 

ELA  English Language Arts 6  English Language Arts 7  
OR 

Academic English 7 with 
Instructional Support 

English Language Arts 8 

Math  Math 6  Math 7 (Intro to 
Pre-Algebra) 

Math 8 (Finalization of 
Pre-Algebra) 

Science  General Science 6  
OR  

6th Grade STEM 

Middle School Physical 
Science  

OR 
Interactive Science 

 

Middle School STEM 
Foundations 

OR 
Middle School Integrated 

Earth Science 

Social 
Studies 

Early US History  Middle School World 
History 

US History up to 1900 

Elective 1  You Choose  You Choose  You Choose 

Elective 2  You Choose  You Choose  You Choose 

 
*Students beginning E Academy in August/September will need to register for ELA, Math, Science, Social Studies, 
and two .5 credit electives. 
**Students beginning E Academy in December/January will need to register for ELA, Math, Science OR Social 
Studies (whichever they did not take in the first semester), and one .5 credit elective. 
**Math progression from 6th to 8th grade is dependent upon students’ math level. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Burrell eAcademy (In conjunction with WIU) 
Middle School Information for Online Learning 
 

 
 

eAcademy  
All courses offered through eAcademy are taught by highly-qualified, Pennsylvania-certified teachers from your local 
school district and surrounding school districts in Westmoreland County. All teachers have received comprehensive 
training in best practices and pedagogy for online teaching and learning. 

At eAcademy, we understand that the traditional brick and mortar classroom is not always the best learning environment 
for every child. As children develop, their social, emotional, and academic needs will evolve and change. Therefore, we 
feel that providing online learning options for children is the best way to meet their varied needs. These options give 
students and families a choice in the academic schedule and activities in which they participate. Students have the 
benefit of taking their core academic courses online, and having the choice to take electives such as fine arts, band, and 
other courses in the traditional classroom at their local school district. The program gives students the ability to get a 
customized, online education while maintaining important social connections at school. Our knowledgeable Online 
Education Advisors will help students and families develop a schedule that best suits the interests and needs of each 
child. Your child will remain enrolled in your local public school district and graduate with a district diploma. 

Engaging Students 
Courses are offered through eAcademy include both synchronous and asynchronous instruction. Content is presented in 
a variety of engaging ways; using multimedia and collaborative tools. Teachers utilize the latest tools and emerging 
technologies to bring course content to life. This results in lessons that intrinsically motivate students to learn and appeal 
to the preferences of today’s digital learner. 

Curriculum Alignment 

Each course is aligned to the PA Core Standards established by the Pennsylvania Department of Education. This means 
that your child can move seamlessly between online courses and the traditional classroom from year to year without 
experiencing “gaps” in the curriculum. When your child takes a course online, he or she will cover the same high-quality, 
rigorous curriculum as in the traditional classroom. Lessons and assessments are designed to challenge students and 
encourage inquiry, while fostering their individual needs and learning styles. Because students have more flexibility in an 
online course, they can move through the material at a more customized pace. 

Tools for Success 

eAcademy allows students to choose a schedule and courses that suit them. Because we are a consortium of schools, 
students have the option to take a wide range of online courses in all areas of the curriculum. Students will receive a 
laptop and wireless Internet access for use with their online courses. When students are working from home, they will 
have access to teachers and technical support both online and over the phone. Whatever path your child takes, you can 
be assured that his or her education will be well supported. 



 

Courses Offered 
Middle School - English Language Arts 

 

8th Grade Remedial English (NEW) Grade 8 1 Credit 

Maureen Harris, Penn-Trafford School District 

The 8th Grade Remedial English course provides students with access to the regular education curriculum; however, this 
course provides scaffolded instructional supports designed to accommodate students needing additional interventions. 
This course is tailored for students with an IEP or 504 plan as well as for students who may be struggling with English and 
Reading and need additional support. Students will define and apply literary and nonfiction elements to a variety of literary 
and informational text. Students will understand how to deconstruct literary and nonfiction passages through 
text-dependent questions, text-dependent analysis, and constructed responses. Throughout reading and writing, students 
will continue to learn new concepts, grammar, and academic vocabulary. 
 
Academic English 7 with Instructional Support (NEW) Grade 7 1 Credit 

Holly McGill, Mount Pleasant Area School District 

The Academic English 7 with Instructional Support course provides students with access to the regular education 
curriculum; however, this course provides scaffolded instructional supports designed to accommodate students needing 
additional interventions. This course is tailored for students with an IEP or 504 plan. Students will progress through the 
umbrella units of: reading informational text, reading literature, and writing. More specifically, students will define and 
apply the literary elements to short stories and poems. They will also identify and apply text features to informational text 
and create a unique project on a choice selection book. Students will improve their writing skills via a daily grammar 
warm-up followed by units in writing multi-paragraph pieces, text dependent analyses, poems, constructed responses, 
and creative/reflective pieces. Throughout reading and writing, students will continue to learn new concepts and academic 
vocabulary. 
 
English Language Arts 6  Grade 6 1 Credit 

Morgan Cashell, Burrell School District 

English 6 is a comprehensive study of grammar and vocabulary. Students will be expected to identify and apply grammar 
concepts in their writing and in individual exercises and activities. Vocabulary study and instruction occurs through 
multiple connections that allow for deep processing of word meanings. Students work with words in a variety of ways to 
build rich representations and make connections to other words and concepts. 
 

English Language Arts 6 Grade 6 1 Credit 

Charla Huber, Derry Area School District 

English Language Arts 6 will engage students in a variety of rigorous and standards-based reading and writing activities. 
The course is blended into units that incorporate instruction and activities directly related to the PA Core Standards for 
grade 6. No external materials are needed for this course. All materials required are embedded within the course or are 
available on external websites.  
 
English Language Arts 7 (NEW) Grade 7 1 Credit 

Gina Bono, Kiski Area School District 

English Language Arts 7 is a full year, full credit course in alignment with PA Common Core Standards that focuses on 
grade appropriate use of the English language to communicate through writing, reading, speaking, and listening. Students 
will enhance grammar, vocabulary, and mechanics skills in order to better understanding the English language and 
improve student writing skills; develop written responses to text; analyze non-fiction texts; create personal narrative, 
informative/explanatory, and argumentative essays; and develop vocabulary, apply reading strategies, and gain an 
understanding of literary elements such as theme, conflict, and characterization by reading a variety of fictional literature. 



  
 

English Language Arts 7  Grade 7 1 Credit 

Morgan Cashell, Burrell School District 

English 7 is a comprehensive study of grammar and vocabulary. Students will be expected to identify and apply grammar 
concepts in their writing and in individual exercises and activities. Vocabulary study and instruction occurs through 
multiple connections that allow for deep processing of word meanings. Students work with words in a variety of ways to 
build rich representations and make connections to other words and concepts. 
 
English Language Arts 8 Grade 8 1 Credit 

Charla Huber, Derry Area School District 

Eighth Grade English-Language Arts is a course that will seek to perfect the basics of the written language through the 
study of literature and the writing of sentences, paragraphs, and short essays. Particular attention is given to basic study 
skills, grammar, story elements, literary devices, and the writing process. This English Language Arts course will foster 
the students’ ability to read critically, write effectively, and communicate efficiently based upon the Pennsylvania Common 
Core Standards. Students will read, understand, and respond to informational text and works of literature with an 
emphasis on comprehension, vocabulary acquisition, and making connections among ideas and between texts with a 
focus on textual evidence. Students will write for different purposes and audiences. 
 
English Language Arts 8 Grade 8 1 Credit 

Michele Marra, Blairsville-Saltsburg School District 

The English Language Arts 8 class will prepare students for High School English by providing content in the areas of short 
stories, novels, plays, grammar, and writing skills. 
 
English Language Arts 8 (NEW) Grade 8 1 Credit 

Tobitha Sasso, Norwin School District 

Throughout this course, students will study a variety of literary works including short stories, poetry, drama, and additional 
fiction and non-fiction texts. A variety of writing assignments will allow students to expand their thinking through 
composition, exploring the ideas of writers and their reactions to those ideas, using adequate text-based support when 
appropriate, as well as exploration and development of their own ideas. The primary focus of this course is to enable 
students to become focused, analytical readers who can comprehend an array of texts, as well as continuing to develop 
and improve writing skills.  
 

Middle School - Mathematics 

 

Algebra I Grades 7-12 1 Credit 

George Ansell, Yough School District 

This course is intended to teach the concepts of Algebra. It is the equivalent of a regular high school Algebra I course. 
The topics include: variables and evaluating expressions, real numbers and basic operations, solving linear equations, 
graphing linear equations, writing linear equations from graph and also given information, appropriate word problems, 
polynomial operations, factoring quadratic equations, operations with fractions, functions, systems of equations, and 
solving and graphing inequalities. 
 
Algebra I (NEW) Grades 7-12 1 Credit 

Jacob Cole, Greensburg Salem School District 

Algebra I allows the learner to investigate real-world situations which require thinking critically, logically, and 
mathematically. Topics focus on linear and quadratic concepts which include computing, solving, and graphing. This 
course is self-paced with deadlines posted for students to follow. 
 



 

 

Algebra I Grades 8-12 1 Credit 

Prerequisite: Pre-Algebra or similar 

Zachary Jankowski & Melissa Schaeffer, Kiski Area School District 

This course is designed to introduce the student to concepts of Algebra, and prepare him/her for future academic math 
courses. Topics in the course include real numbers, linear equations, and inequalities, polynomials, quadratic equations, 
and rational expressions and equations. Students taking this course must have an excellent background in arithmetic 
concepts and processes. 
 
Algebra IA Grades 7-12 1 Credit 

Erna Carpenter, Yough School District 

This course is designed to cover the first half of a traditional full-year Algebra I course. It will include basic operation of 
real numbers and the order of operations. It will also include solving equations and inequalities with one variable. In 
addition, it will include relation and function concepts along with applications of the functions. The course will also cover 
extensively the topics of lines and linear systems. 
  
Algebra IB Grades 7-12 1 Credit 

Erna Carpenter, Yough School District 

This course is designed to cover the second half of a traditional full-year Algebra I course. It will first review the topics 
from the Algebra IA course. It will include the laws of exponents, simplifying radicals, polynomial operations including 
factoring, simplifying rational expressions, and solving rational and quadratic equations. It will also include an introduction 
to probability and statistics. 
 
Math 6 Grades 6-8 1 Credit 

Chris Legters, Burrell School District 

This course begins the transition from the emphasis on number operations at the elementary level towards a more 
formalized understanding of mathematics. Students connect previous knowledge of multiplication, division, and fractions 
to ratios and proportional relationships; extend previous understanding of the number system and operations to fractions 
and negative numbers; apply previous understandings of the number line to plot coordinate pairs on a plane; formalize 
algebraic thinking into algebraic expressions and equations; and begin to develop an understanding of statistical variability 
and distributions. 
 
Math 7 (Intro to Pre-Algebra) Grades 6-8 1 Credit 

Chris Legters, Burrell School District 

This course continues towards a more formalized understanding of mathematics as begun in Math 6. Students will 
analyze proportional relationships and solve real-world and mathematical problems; extend previous understanding of the 
number system to perform operations using all rational numbers; apply properties of operations in the context of algebraic 
expressions and equations; construct and analyze geometrical figures and the relationships between them; apply 
understandings of statistical variability and distributions by using random sampling; and investigate chance processes and 
probability models. 
 
Math 8 (Finalization of Pre-Algebra) Grades 6-8 1 Credit 

Chris Legters, Burrell School District 

This course emphasizes the 8th grade Common Core Standards as it completes the journey to ready students for Algebra 
1.  Students will perform real number operations; use radicals and integer exponents; solve systems of equations; define 
and compare functions; apply the Pythagorean Theorem and volume formulas; and analyze data, all with an eye toward 
preparing for success in Algebra. 
 
 



 

Middle School - Science 

 

6th Grade STEM: Engineering Basics (NEW) Grade 6 1 Credit 

Michele Thomas, Kiski Area School District 

Engineering Basics is a beginning course in the area of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math). This 
project-based course will require students to develop and create a solution for real-world problems. Students will use 
problem solving skills and the steps of the Engineer Design Process as they research, diagram, and build working 
models. 
 

General Science 6 (NEW) Grade 6 1 Credit 

Carole Wright, Valley School of Ligonier 

A year-long general science course split into three areas of concentration: physical, life, and earth science. The course 
will include equal time in each area building the foundational concepts necessary for future science courses. The course 
will combine the use of online resources and age appropriate exploration of concepts in action. 
 
Interactive Science (NEW) Grades 7-9 1 Credit 

Bethany Eutsey, Southmoreland School District 

Interactive Science will engage students in a variety of rigorous and standard based activities. This course is an 
introductory level course designed to give 7th-9th grade students a background in the inquiry of science, earth science, 
chemistry and life sciences. This course will introduce topics to students that they will learn in more detail throughout their 
high school careers. Some topics that will be covered are: introduction to chemistry, weather, plate tectonics, cell biology, 
and genetics. All required materials are embedded within the course platform or are available on websites provided by the 
instructor. 
 
Keystone Biology (NEW) Grades 8-10 1 Credit 

Angela Wilson, Yough School District 

Biology is designed to be an introduction to the life sciences. It is a full-year course that is available for any student grades 
8-12. This course will prepare the students for the Keystone Exam covering topics and testing strategies to help them for 
that exam. It is a well-organized course that will provide students with the conceptual framework, factual knowledge, and 
analytical skills necessary to deal critically with the rapidly changing science of Biology. Topics included in the course 
include but are not limited to biochemistry, cells, photosynthesis, genetics, ecology, and evolution. This course will offer 
opportunities to explore science using virtual laboratory activities and experiments. 
 
Middle School Environment and Ecology (NEW) Grade 8 1 Credit 

Taylor Guido, Greensburg Salem School District 

This course will cover big ideas in environmental science and ecology. Environmental science will include the study of 
topics relating to the natural sciences – biology, chemistry, physicals and geoscience. Ecology will connect our study of 
the natural sciences with the social sciences and humanitarian issues. 
 
Middle School Integrated Earth Science Grades 6-8 1 Credit 

Shaun Reddick, Burrell School District 

This course is an integrated science course that uses the study of all sciences to look at the earth's Hydrosphere, 
Atmosphere, and Earth's Surface Features. Particular attention will focus on Meteorology and Oceanography from the 
perspective of a teacher that lived at sea studying these topics for 4 years. This course will thoroughly cover several 
topics found on the Pennsylvania PSSA Science Exams and are directly aligned with Pennsylvania Science Standards. 
 
 

 



Middle School Integrated Science Grades 7-8 1 Credit 

Brad Zundel, Norwin School District 

Integrated Science will examine five major units of study throughout the course. Following an introductory chapter on 
scientific method, parts of an experiment, and scientific measurement, the course delves into the exciting world of 
Chemistry. After Chemistry the course will focus on the dynamic unit of Geology. Following Geology, the course moves 
into a unit on Meteorology and then a unit on Physics concepts such as Newton’s Laws of Force and Motion. The final unit 
of study is the exploration of our solar system and the universe with an intensive study of Astronomy. 
 
Middle School Life Science (NEW) Grades 7-8 1 Credit 

Christie Palmiero, Kiski Area School District 

Did you know that grasshoppers have ears in their bellies or that the climbing perch (a type of fish) can crawl on land and 
breathe air for up to six days? Find out more interesting facts while exploring the riveting world of Life Science in this 
science course intended for 7th and 8th grade students. Throughout the course, you will have multiple opportunities to 
develop content knowledge about the structure and function of living things through readings, video presentations, online 
lab simulations, and visuals. The topics of focus include: characteristics of life, cells, heredity, biodiversity, ecosystems, 
and classification of life. 
 
Middle School Physical Science Grades 6-8 1 Credit 

Shaun Reddick, Burrell School District 

Physical Science stresses an in depth understanding of the nature and structure of matter and the characteristics of 
energy. The class places considerable emphasis on the technological application of Physical Science Principles. Major 
areas covered by the standards include the organization and use of the periodic table; physical and chemical changes; 
and work, force, and motion. 
 
Middle School STEM Foundations (NEW) Grades 6-8 1 Credit 

Shaun Reddick, Burrell School District 

This course is an introduction to all things STEM and will cover a variety of topics including the engineering process, an 
introduction to computer programming, an introduction to CAD modeling and various other topics. The class is project 
based not test based and will give students a basic understanding of the world of STEM education.  
 

Middle School - Social Studies 

 

Early U.S. History Grades 6-8 1 Credit 

Jaron Minford, New Kensington School District 

This course will provide students with an understanding of the major historical events of the United States from the 
Forming of Our Great Nation through the Industrial Age of the late 1800s. Each unit will be examined through various 
methods and focus on historical, social, political and economic view. The emphasis for this course will be focused on 
student writing, research, and analysis of certain documents and events in US history. 
 
Government & Economics Grades 8-12 1 Credit 

Robb Jenkins, Belle Vernon Area School District 

The Government & Economics course is a full year class that is divided into two parts. The first semester covers 
Economics and is designed to provide the student with a basic understanding of the important relationships of economics 
to our social and political problems. The course emphasizes the philosophy, development, and operation of our American 
economic system and its important influence upon the individual and society. It will provide students with an overview of 
business, finance, banking, investment, and government’s role in the economic system. Students will gain insights into the 
advantages, disadvantages, and strategies of starting a business of one’s own. The second major objective of the course 
is to provide each student with the introductory knowledge and skills to do well in any college or vocational school 
economics course.  
 



The second semester covers Government and will provide students with basic knowledge of United States Government 
that will enable them to participate effectively in civic life in America. Students will examine fundamental constitutional 
principles; the organization of government at the federal, state, and local level; the rights and responsibilities of 
citizenship; the policy-making process; political parties and elections; comparative government and foreign policy; and the 
American economic system. This course is set up so that everyone can succeed. 
 
Middle School World History Grades 6-8 1 Credit 

Jaron Minford, New Kensington School District 

In World History you will develop a greater understanding of the evolution of global processes and contacts including 
interactions over time. The course highlights the nature of changes in international frameworks and their causes and 
consequences, as well as comparisons among other societies. The course will give a broad overview of World Religions 
and Ancient/Medieval influences over the modern world. The course will then emphasize modern history from 1500 to the 
present. 
 
 
U.S. History I - Up to 1900 Grades 8-12 1 Credit 

Anna Eichner, Kiski Area School District 

U.S. History I is a 1-year course that focuses on the rapid changes in American life from the exploration of America to the 
start of the 1900s. Special emphasis is placed on a study of the events and contributions by diverse groups of people to 
the nation’s heritage. 
 
U.S. History I - Up to 1900 Grades 8-12 1 Credit 

Matthew Nicely, Blairsville-Saltsburg School District 

U.S. History I is the story of the creation of America. Students will study the Native American cultures who first settled in 
the Americas, the Age of Exploration and colonization within the Americas, the development of the 13 English colonies, 
the causes that led to the American Revolution and the creation of the United States of America. This course focuses on 
learning through reading and writing, primarily primary and secondary source documents. 
 
U.S. History I - Up to 1900 Grades 8-12 1 Credit 

Matthew Snedecor, Kiski Area School District 

We will cover the following topics in United States History I: Beginnings to 1900: The First Americans; Colonial America; 
Revolutionary War; A New Nation; United States Government; Challenges for a New Nation; The Louisiana Purchase; 
War of 1812; Manifest Destiny; The North and the South; Causes of the Civil War; The Civil War; and Reconstruction. 
 
U.S. History II – 1900 to the Present Grades 8-12 1 Credit 

Robb Jenkins, Belle Vernon Area School District 

This course will cover the time period from 1900 to the present. The twentieth century finds the United States occupying 
the role of the world leader in a growing global society. This course will present the student with a clear picture of the 
growth of America and its democratic process. Through the study of American Culture, the student will increase skills to 
critically evaluate various sources of information and follow a logical route to form opinions and conclusions. Emphasis will 
also be placed on how economic factors have influenced American History. Concentrated areas of study will include: The 
Progressive Era; The Two World Wars; The Golden Twenties; The New Deal; The New Frontier; The Great Society; The 
Cold War; and contemporary times. This course is designed so that everyone can be successful. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Middle School- Electives 

Middle School - Family and Consumer Sciences 

 

Career Ready Grades 6-8 .5 Credit 

Gina Hipps, Counselor Yough School District 

Career Ready is aligned with the Academic Standards for Career Education and Work. With the rapidly changing 
workplace, middle schoolers ask the question, “What can I do to become Career Ready?” This beginner course sets 
students on a journey to investigate their personal interests, abilities, and career understanding. Career Ready focuses on 
assignments, not test taking. Assignments are based upon the individual student’s level of understanding. Students with 
an IEP or 504 Service Plan are welcome. Adaptations are made with ease. ***This course will produce career 
artifacts/evidence for Individualized Career Portfolios in all 4 strands of the CEW Standards: Career Preparation, 
Career Acquisition, Career Retention & Advancement, and Entrepreneurship.*** 
 
Study Skills for Online Learning (NEW) Grades 6-8 .5 Credit 

Lynn Eckberg, Penn-Trafford School District 

This course is designed to promote beneficial study habits and to help students maximize the learning process in any 
online course. Students will learn strategies for personal growth including overcoming obstacles through problem-solving, 
deliberate practice, organization, time management, self-advocacy, motivation, and goal setting. Additional units will cover 
academic needs including study habits, note-taking, test-taking, digital citizenship and digital literacy, and research skills. 
 

Middle School - Fine Arts 

 
Beginning Guitar Grades 6-12 .5 Credit 

Matt Horzempa, Belle Vernon Area School District 

Have you ever wanted to learn how to play guitar? Now you can with this interactive online guitar course. Beginning guitar 
will take you step by step and teach you everything you need to know to become a guitarist. All you need is an 
instrument (acoustic, nylon string, or electric is fine), a webcam, and the Alfred Basic Guitar Method 1 (3rd 
Edition). It's time to turn your dream of playing guitar into a reality. Sign up for Beginning Guitar! 
 
General Music 7 Grade 7 .5 Credit 

Denise Bilott, Norwin School District 

This semester course is for any 7th grader who needs to meet their music requirement for middle school. There is no 
prerequisite and no required textbook. You will be learning how to read and write music as well as gain an appreciation for 
different styles of music. 
 
General Music 8 Grade 8 .5 Credit 

Denise Bilott, Norwin School District 

This semester course is designed for all 8th grade students who need to meet their music requirement for middle school. 
There is no prerequisite and no required textbook. During the course of the semester, we will study the history of music 
from ancient peoples through today. You will see the connection between different styles, composers and events in 
history. 
 

History of Rock and Roll Grades 8-12 .5 Credit 

Matt Horzempa, Belle Vernon Area School District 

The History of Rock and Roll is an exciting course that offers students of all backgrounds a glimpse into Rock music from 
the 1950's into the music of the 1980's. In this course, students will gain a better understanding of Rock and Roll's roots 
as they study the technological, social, and musical changes that took place to make Rock music possible. Students will 
also take a close look at each decade of music through listening, online discussion, and instruction. If you are a student of 
music or just a student that loves music, join us for what is sure to be an exciting and fun learning experience. 



 

Middle School - Health and Physical Education 

 

Middle School Adaptive Physical Education (NEW) Grades 6-8 .5 Credit 

Cris Ritenour, Norwin School District 

Adaptive Physical Education (Online) is designed to allow completion of your Physical Education credits virtually. This 
course is specifically designed for individuals with physical, mental, emotional, and/or social limitations that require 
modifications to the typical Physical Education curriculum. 
 

Middle School Health Grades 6-8 .5 Credit 

Heather McKallip, Burrell School District  

This course will help students develop the knowledge and skills they need to make healthy decisions that allow them to 
stay active, safe and informed. The lessons and activities will introduce the student to important aspects of health: Social, 
Physical, Mental/Emotional Health (the Health Triangle). Topics covered include Health & Wellness, Goal Setting, Body 
Systems, and Alcohol/Drug Education. Students will learn the components of a healthy lifestyle and ways to approach 
making healthy choices for their lives today and the future. 
 
Middle School Health Grades 6-8 .5 Credit 

Sean Myers, Derry Area School District 

Are e-cigarettes or vapes dangerous? What can I do if I feel depressed? If my heart is beating fast, is that good?  Middle 
School Health Class is for students in grades 6 through 8 and will help answer these questions. This course is meant to 
be a fun, comfortable, and interactive way for students to learn about their bodies and also to learn about some of the 
tough issues adolescents face today including drug and alcohol abuse, e-cigarettes, and self-harm.  
 
Middle School Health Grades 6-8 .5 Credit 

Marissa Padasak, Kiski Area School District  

The Middle School Health Education Course is an online course, which honors the state requirement for Health 
Education. The 18-week course focuses on various Health topics related to physical, social and mental health. Students in 
this course will demonstrate knowledge and skills to achieve health-enhancing habits, which will transition to improved 
well-being. Students will be challenged weekly to learn informative topics about Stress Management, Drugs, Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Physical Fitness, Self Image, and Healthy Relationships. Weekly assignments include journals, quizzes, 
activities related to the weekly topic and projects.  
 
Middle School Health Grades 6-8 .5 Credit 

Cris Ritenour, Norwin School District  

The goal of this course is not only to increase life expectancy, but more importantly, to improve quality of life. The class is 
designed to build knowledge, skills, and attitudes about health by motivating students to improve/maintain their level of 
wellness, prevent disease, and reduce risky behaviors.  

 
Middle School Physical Education Grades 6-8 .5 Credit 

Heather McKallip, Burrell School District 

This course will provide students with the basic skills and information needed to begin a personalized exercise program 
and maintain an active and healthy lifestyle. Students participate in pre, mid, and post fitness assessments in which they 
measure and analyze their own levels of fitness based on the five components of physical fitness: muscular strength, 
endurance, cardiovascular fitness, flexibility, and body composition. In this course, students will learn Goal Setting, 
Benefits of Exercise, Warming Up, Flexibility, Muscular Fitness, Cool Downs, Nutrition, and Injury Prevention. Throughout 
the course, students will participate in a weekly fitness program involving elements of cardio, strength, and flexibility. 
Students are permitted to use workouts that they may do in extracurricular activities for their weekly workouts. 
 
Middle School Physical Education Grades 6-8 .5 Credit 



Sean Myers, Derry Area School District 

What can I do to get stronger? How can I keep my heart healthy? What could I do to train for a 5k run? Middle School 
Physical Education is for students in grades 6 through 8 and will help answer questions such as these. This course is 
meant to be a fun and interactive way to learn and apply the components of Health-Related Physical Fitness. Course 
content includes information on the health-related physical fitness components, leisure activities, the components of a 
workout, goal setting, and the social and mental benefits of physical activity.  
 
Middle School Physical Education Grades 6-8 .5 Credit 

Cris Ritenour, Norwin School District 

The goal of this course is to provide the knowledge, skills, and confidence to enjoy a lifetime of healthful physical activity. 
This Middle School Physical Education class is designed to provide a variety of activities so students can discover their 
areas of interest and even allows for individual creativity.  
 
Swimming (Middle and High School) Grades 6-12 .5 Credit 

Mary Ellen Ferragonio, Norwin School District 

This online course will provide the student with the opportunity to complete their swimming credit in an online 
environment. The course will include assignments, quizzes, and journals, as well as an individual swimming requirement. 
The class will focus on aquatic safety, basic aquatic skill knowledge and execution, and the evaluation of swimming as a 
possible lifetime fitness activity. 
 

Middle School - Business, Computer, and Information Technology (BCIT) 

 

Intro to Autodesk Inventor (NEW) Grades 8-12 .5 Credit 

Veronica Check, Norwin School District 

Intro to Autodesk Inventor introduces the concepts and techniques of 3D modeling with Autodesk Inventor. Students will 
learn the basic layout of the program, the commands and toolbars, and terms associated with the program. 
Measurements for the course will be taken using the standard system of feet and inches. Students will begin with simple 
2D sketches and then work their way up to 3D drawings. The course will conclude with students completing an assembly 
drawing, which means designing multiple parts for an object and assembling them to create one working object. This 
course will use the 2018 version of Autodesk Inventor. Students who are using an eAcademy issued laptop will already 
have the program installed. Students who are using their own computers must download the program on their own using 
the following link: https://www.autodesk.com/education/free-software/inventor-professional. Be sure to select the 2018 
version. You can check your system requirements using the following link: 
https://knowledge.autodesk.com/support/inventor-products/learn-explore/caas/sfdcarticles/sfdcarticles/System-requiremen
ts-for-Autodesk-Inventor-2018.html 
 
Intro to Computer Apps for Middle School Grades 6-8 .5 Credit 

Maria Cutone, Kiski Area School District 

Intro to Computer Apps for Middle School is intended as an introduction to various basic computer skills that will be 
utilized in real-world applications and also support all other courses. Students will continue to develop proper keyboarding 
skills while being introduced to software, such as Google Docs, Google Sheets, and Google Slides. Technology tools will 
be used to enhance learning, increase productivity, and promote creativity. Students will learn about Internet safety and 
cyberbullying, and will be introduced to social, legal, and ethical issues related to the use of computers in daily life. 
Students must use IU-issued laptop or approved PC. 
 
MS Google Apps  Grades 6-8 .5 Credit 

Ann Valeski, Kiski Area School District 

This introductory course teaches the basics of Gmail, Google Docs, Google Sheets, Google Forms, Google Sites, and 
Google Drawings. It examines how to use Google Apps in the 21st Century Classroom as digital tools enhancing creativity 
and improved communication.  

https://www.autodesk.com/education/free-software/inventor-professional
https://knowledge.autodesk.com/support/inventor-products/learn-explore/caas/sfdcarticles/sfdcarticles/System-requirements-for-Autodesk-Inventor-2018.html
https://knowledge.autodesk.com/support/inventor-products/learn-explore/caas/sfdcarticles/sfdcarticles/System-requirements-for-Autodesk-Inventor-2018.html


***Students will need a Gmail account.*** 
 

Middle School - Science Electives 

 
Botany (NEW) Grades 8-12 .5 Credit 

Angela Wilson, Yough School District 
Botany is a foundation course designed for ALL learners, grades 8-12, who enjoy natural science. It is a single semester 
elective. It can be best paired with other single semester science electives, such as Biology II. For flexibility, this single 
semester class will be offered in the fall and the spring semesters, so that it can be taken in conjunction with another 
semester science elective. Throughout your time in this course, we will cover plant nomenclature, plant parts, soil 
composition, herbs, hydroponics, herbicide and pesticide use, and landscape planning. The course will be designed for 
students to complete readings, label diagrams, and complete fun virtual labs. Join this class and grow your knowledge of 
plants! 
 

Middle School - World Languages  

 

French I Grades 7-12 1 Credit 

Alexandre Roberts, Burrell School District 

This course is designed for students interested in producing (speaking, writing) and interpreting (listening, reading) 
common, everyday topics in the French language. Topics include activities and chores, foods and drinks, animals, school 
courses and school supplies, telling time, and much more. 
 
French I (NEW) Grades 8-12 1 Credit 

Joanna Markle, Derry Area School District 

Students will learn novice level French language and culture through student-paced asynchronous lesson modules with 
scheduled completion checkpoints. Lesson modules will employ use of learning objective-focused multimedia resources, 
interactive websites and applications to maximize students’ online learning experience and provide academic rigor. Upon 
completion of this course, students will be able to identify where French is spoken in the world and explore a variety of 
Francophone traditions and cultures. Language acquisition will involve a proficiency-based approach to communication 
incorporating primary modes of communication. Students will be required to engage in listening and reading 
comprehension as well as to produce original written and spoken outputs. Specific learning objectives will include 
foundational language structures, and acquisition of basic French phrases and vocabulary on a variety of topics, such as 
greetings and asking questions, talking about family, life at home and at school, weather, hobbies, and pastimes. 
 
Spanish I Grades 7-12 1 Credit 

Daneen Watson, Belle Vernon Area School District 

This course is designed to develop the student's ability in the four basic skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing, in 
their natural order. Emphasis is placed on the mastery of basic sounds, vocabulary and grammar from the basic text, and 
conversational patterns. Each lesson contains youth-oriented topics. CDs are used for listening and repeating with 
accuracy. A video series is used to reinforce grammar and vocabulary learned in each chapter is an entertaining and 
effective way to give students additional practice, while sharpening their listening skills and broadening their 
understanding of culture in the Spanish-speaking world. There are three segments for each chapter: Vocabulario en vivo, 
Diálogo en vivo, Cultura en vivo.  
***Note: Students with a good working knowledge of English grammar and above average reading skills will be most 
successful in this course.*** 
 

 


